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Spotlight – Dianne Gongaware
Dianne Gongaware was born in St. George, Utah and lived in St.
George for 8 years and the next ten years in Ohio. She came back to
Utah when she graduated from high school because she missed the
mountains. She came back and attended BYU majoring in psychology
counseling. She took time out from school for a mission for the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Brazil. She returned
from her mission in 1974. She worked for awhile at a paint store and
then went back to BYU to complete her degree. She went on for a
master's degree in zoology. She stated that it was amazing how much
people and animals are alike.
She then started a doctoral program in Idaho in biological education so
she could teach at a college level. While she was working on her doctoral program, she worked at an animal hospital. She returned to Ohio
with her cat M&M to help to take care of her mother who had become
ill. She was there for about 6 months and then brought her mother back to live in Utah in her own home
but close to Dianne.
She started working in the medical field with medical billing and coding. She did that for 17 years. She
was not able to get back in to the doctoral program to complete it. Dianne has never been married or had
children (except for gerbals). She retired four years ago.
Dianne works one day a week at the temple. She loves to read, crochet baby blankets and potholders. Dianne said that she thinks naps are a very important part of life when you retire. When asked to reflect on her life, she said that it was not a dull life and she survived cancer three times. Dianne said she
considers herself shy but she said no one else thinks that. Her current cat in residence is Ginger who is the
boss of the house. Dianne likes to do puzzles and likes to talk to people at the Senior Center. She said I
think it is a wonderfully designed program and is impressed with the creativity of everything. There are
lots of things for people to do.
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